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Five Oaks Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In Viable, Julie Hensley has woven a beautifully contemplated life, as the
speaker becomes daughter, woman, writer, lover, mother, and branches outward into the voices of historical
women who share the pain only mothers can. Sensual, intuitively musical, and incredibly observant, these
poems turn a perceptive lens on the natural world and uncover a spiritual interconnectedness. Hensley s poems
reveal how life crashes into us and through us, how at times we feel lifted by this storm, and at others we feel
like we may be going under, or perhaps sometimes both, such as when the speaker after staying up all night
with a sobbing child notices the sun slow / through the kitchen window: / a wafer / dissolving into morning. --
Matt Rasmussen To enter Julie Hensley s Viable is not to step but to plunge. . . With Hensley s guide, we travel
through deftly rendered landscapes of the Great Plains and the rural South. We study the language of horses
and historical figures. We probe marriage, miscarriage, childbirth, and child-rearing, the things people plant to
anchor themselves/ beneath so much sky. We hear our own fears and wants echoing back to us from the
deeply human center of this book. --Julie Marie Wade, author of Postage Due: Poems Prose Poems and When |
Was Straight: Poems In the rich and vivid poems of Viable, Julie Hensley rings the changes of a girl child s life,
from riding stick-horses in her yard in Big Stone Gap to sexual discovery after sixteen summers, to
homesickness in her first apartment, then to love, marriage and, motherhood. The path may be familiar, but
none of it is...
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