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Lung, and Blood Institute The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) approaches the 30th
anniversary of its existence as the nations focus for research on cardiovascular diseases, and marks the 5th
year since its authority was enlarged by Congress to advance the national attack on heart, blood vessel, lung,
and blood diseases. It is therefore an appropriate time to reflect on the past and look forward toward the
future: at the programs and accomplishments of the last five years; at the challenges faced by the NHLBI as it
leads the national attack; and at the Institutes research strategy and programs designed to meet these
challenges. Accordingly, this, the Fifth Report of the Director of the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute,
reviews the Institutes activities, progress, and accomplishments since passage of the National Heart, Blood
Vessel, Lung, and Blood Disease Act of 1972 (Pl 92-423);looks at Institute goals and programs for the period
1978-1982; summarizes legislative initiatives and resulting Institute mandates; describes program planning,
evaluation, and coordination activities; and projects manpower and resource needs. The primary focus of this
report is on the scientific content of the Institutes biomedical research programs. These programs form the
basis of the Institutes strategy to conduct, develop, and support activities which have as their ultimate objective
prevention of cardiovascular, pulmonary, and blood diseases and effective control of their complications. The
report begins by examining the magnitude of the challenges faced by the NHLBI; describes the nature of the
Institutes response to those challenges in terms of program strategy and program elements; and provides
evidence of program impactin terms...
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