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E XVII field manual on this subject ( FM 100-5 ) states that future
major battles will likely be conducted within an integrated
battlefield. This doctrine envisions the air-land battle to be
characterized by deep attacks against follow-on echelons
behind the front lines, principally through increased
coordination of ground and air op-erations. The overall
battlefield will be extended beyond the more traditional front
lines and will encompass conventional, elec-tronic, chemical,
and possibly nuclear weapons, In viewing this future change in
the characteristics of future battles, some ob-servers have raised
the important question of whether by adapt-ing military
organization and tactics to the projected technology of the
battlefield of the future, we run the risk of undermining the
sources of social support that have historically sustained soldiers
in battle. Those who are most concerned with this possibility
appear to be primarily influenced by the two major
considerations. One is the low personnel density...
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